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All Heroes are Shadows of 
Christ  

It took him 99 years, but Billy Graham finally finished his assignment on earth yesterday.  He 

was one of my heroes.  I watched him on television as a boy in the 1950s.  I started paying 

attention to what he said in the 1970s.   I began learning from him in the 1980s.  

 

He came to the Silverdome in my hometown of Pontiac, Michigan in 1976.  I took Anne 

Bowers and we went to hear him one of the evenings he was there ï it was a cheap date.  

Everything he said Iôd heard before, but I was a bit taken back by how powerful his words were 

in the lives of others.  Months later a friend who worked for the company hired to handle the 

logistics for the crusade, said the Billy Graham Association was the best run, most professional, 

and finest group of people her company had ever served.   

 

Billy Graham was a controversial religious leader; opinions about him split churches.  The 

leaders of the Conservative Baptist Church I attended would neither support nor condemn the 

crusade.  We came out of church the Sunday before the crusade to find two opposing pamphlets 

slipped beneath our windshield wipers.  One was an invitation to the crusade, the other a 

warning about Billy Grahamôs unholy association with Papists.   

 

Eventually I came to view Dr. Graham as a great man ï although he would not have accepted 

that designation.  He would always defer personal praise to God, believing that any greatness 

attributed to him was the work of the Holy Spirit.  He was right.   

 

He was a humble man who spoke the truth boldly to both Presidents and prisoners.  The U. S. 

presidents in his lifetime were the most powerful men in the world, and yet they sought him 

out: beginning with Harry Truman and ending with Donald Trump.  Democrat, Republican, 

Socialist, Communist ï he loved and attempted to befriend all, and to all his message was the 

same.  ñGod loves you.  He sent His Son Jesus to die for you.  His shed blood was the atoning 

sacrifice for your sins to be forgiven.  Give your life to Jesus and live.  If you do, heaven 

awaits.  If you do not listen and heed the call of God you will spend eternity in Hell.ò  He lived 

to proclaim the good news of the gospel and the thrust of every message I ever heard him 

preach was, ñGod loves you.ò                                                                (continued on page 2) 

Church Events 

¶ Mar 4   - Night of 
Worship 

¶ Mar 11 ï Daylight 
Savings Time 

¶ Mar 16-17 ï IF 
Gathering 

¶ Mar 27-28  - No Youth, 
No AWANA 

¶ Mar 30 - Good Friday 

¶ Apr 1 - Easter Services 
at 6:30, 8:00, 9:30 and 
11:00 

¶ Apr 1 - WHBC 
Scholarship 
Application due 
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Mark 16:6 

ñHe has risen; he is 
not here. See the 
place where they laid 

him. ò 



All Heroes are Shadows of Christ (Continued) 

He was probably the greatest evangelist who ever lived. 

 

His name is rarely mentioned in relationship to race relations these days, but Billy Graham preached boldly that all races are welcome at the foot 

of the cross.  Racism was a sin of man and an offense to God.  He didnôt allow his speaking venues to be sectioned off to separate people by race ï 

such segregation was common in the 1940s and into the 60s.  He once posted bail for his friend and fellow pastor, Martin Luther King Jr.  He was 

one of my heroes. 

 

In an interview he was once asked, ñWhat is your biggest professional regret?ò  His response surprised everyone.  ñI wish I was better educated,ò 

he replied, expressing his desire for a better working knowledge of the Bible. 

 

I sat in Mile High Stadium with Anne in the summer of 1987 and listened to him preach a sermon I had heard many times before.  As a third-year 

seminary student I sat rather smugly, listened critically, and thought, ñPretty good sermon but too bad that on this last day of the crusade he didnôt 

really nail it with a really great message.ò  Then, he gave an invitation to ñcome to Jesusò and it seemed the entire stadium moved like a stream 

down to the field.  We were later told that it was the largest response to any invitation he had ever given.  This was an important Aha! moment as I 

realized, ñItôs not about Billy Graham.  Itôs about the Lord. The message of the gospel is the greatest message.ò  God provided the message and 

gave the responders ñéears to hear.ò        

 

In my lifetime, faith had to survive the fall of a good number of high profile evangelical leaders: Jim Bakker, Jimmy Swaggart, Ted Haggard, 

David Hocking, Robert Tilton, and several men Iôve known personally in the ministry.  The pressures of temptation faced by these men were 

greater than their faith.  As lust and greed overcame them, Christendom felt the shame of their sin.  However, through it all Billy Graham stood 

firm.  He protected his spirit, building in systems of accountability during his long absences from home, and setting up strict standards of fiscal 

accountability for the Ministry that bore his name.  He was one of my heroes. 

 

The light of Christ shined brightly in the life of Billy Graham.  I pray that the Lord will have mercy on us all and continue to raise up other great 

servants.    

 

ñRemember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God.  

Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.ò 

Hebrew 13:7 

No Regrets Menôs 
Conference 
Walnut Hill recently hosted the "No Regrets" 

Conference.  180 men from 12 area churches 

came on Saturday morning, February 3rd, to sit 

under the tutelage of a number of excellent 

leaders who spoke on various topics related to 

men's roles and responsibilities as head servants 

to their wives, children, churches and 

communities.  The event was simulcast live from 

Elmbrook Church in Brookfield, WI.   




